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“It’s been a privilege judging this year’s prize. At a time when so many of us have been physically separated 
from friends and family, I’ve felt connected to thousands of young voices from around the world [through 
their words]. The poems have been passionate, political, tender, troubling, humorous and, in many cases, 
brave.” – Keith Jarrett, Judge, Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award 2020  

 
The Poetry Society has announced today the top 15 winners and 85 commended poets of the Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award 
2020 at a virtual prize-giving ceremony. 
 
Run by The Poetry Society and generously supported by the Foyle Foundation, this has been an extraordinary 22nd year for The Foyle 
Young Poets of the Year Award. Since 1998, the Award has been finding, celebrating and supporting the very best young poets from 
around the world. The Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award is firmly established as the leading competition for young poets aged 
between 11 and 17 years old.  
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Powerful poetry for uncertain times



For further information 
Contact Marcus Stanton 
Tel: 020 8617 0210, Mob: 07900 891287 
Email: marcus@marcusstanton.co.uk 

Page 2 of 5The Poetry Society 
22 Betterton Street, London WC2H 9BX 
www.poetrysociety.org.uk

PRESS RELEASE ctd                                                                Embargoed until 13:45 on Thursday 15 October 2020

A staggering 15,966 poems (44% more poems than in 2019 and 47% more than in 2018) from 6,791 young poets (up 14% on 2019 
and up 22% on 2018) were entered. Young writers from a record-breaking 118 countries (an increase from 76 in 2019, 79 in 2018) 
entered the competition from as far afield as Afghanistan, Ecuador, Mozambique, North Korea and the Seychelles, and every corner  
of the UK. 
 
From these poems, this year’s judges Keith Jarrett and Maura Dooley selected 100 winners, made up of 15 top poets and 85 
commended poets. 
 
Keith Jarrett said: 
 

“It’s been a privilege judging this year’s prize. At a time when so many of us have been physically separated from 
friends and family, I’ve felt connected to thousands of young voices from around the world [through their words]. 
The poems have been passionate, political, tender, troubling, humorous and, in many cases, brave. (It sometimes 
takes a lot of bravery to articulate what it is to exist in the world – especially when this involves feeling anxious or 
unsafe – and then to send it in for a competition!) Some of the poems responded to immediate events – and this was 
clearly the case when they referred to Black Lives Matter protests, the pandemic, or recent government actions. 
Others dealt with timeless themes: family, bereavement, cultural traditions, all the uncertainty that comes with 
adolescence, nature and the seasons, the environment, chickens[!]... I wasn’t expecting such breadth, and it was 
overwhelming at times. I cried. I laughed. I raised an eyebrow.  
 
“Above all, the confidence of these poems, of these poets was astounding! I truly feel the future of poetry is in safe 
hands, and it is vital these young voices are nurtured and supported wherever they find themselves in the world.” 

 
Maura Dooley said: 
 

“If we had thought for a moment that this long year of Covid, of international unrest, of the tragedies that led 
renewed attention to Black Lives Matter might make humour impossible, or attention to very personal experience 
tricky, then how wrong we were. As always, it is language that is the most resilient, flexible, musical, colourful 
substance we have and how these poets moulded it to their own fabulous shapes! Poems came in from all over the 
world, about all kinds of things written in every kind of way. There were poems of astonishing skill, poems of great 
tenderness, angry poems, poems that made me laugh and sometimes those were even all the same poem. There were 
patterns on the page, stories and rhymes, prose poems, haiku and sonnets, there were poems which opened doors to 
worlds new to me and left me gasping and amazed. What more could a reader ask? Thank you.” 

 
Judith Palmer, Director, The Poetry Society, acknowledges the difficult choices the judges faced in a bumper year of competition entries:  
 

“A huge congratulations to all 100 young poets and an enormous thank you to our judges. This has been a year like 
no other for Foyle; with the competition launching at the height of the pandemic and the start of lockdown and 
closure of schools it was uncertain for us how the competition would fare. It has in fact been amazing to see so many 
entries. Poetry is a source of self expression, and I think at this time more of us are turning to it to make sense of the 
world around us, to remember what makes us who we are, and to just lift our spirits. For a young poet to reach the 
top 100 in such a competitive year is a huge achievement and one to be proud of.” 

   
In response to the amazing quality of writing and due to the unusual circumstances this year that prevent an awards ceremony in 
central London being held, Keith Jarrett has written a poem dedicated to and inspired by the Foyle Young Poets of 2020, and artist 
Imogen Foxell has been commissioned to create an artwork that will adorn The Poetry Cafe window in Covent Garden in celebration 
of The Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award 2020 (see page 5 of this press release).   
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Winners of the award receive a fantastic range of prizes to encourage them to puruse their writing. The top 15 poets receive a special 
mentoring programme over the course of the next year to help them develop as writers. All 100 winners of the Foyle Young Poets of 
the Year Award receive a year’s youth membership of The Poetry Society and a goody bag stuffed full of books donated by Foyle’s 
generous sponsors. The Poetry Society continues to support winners throughout their careers providing publication, performance and 
development opportunities, and access to a paid internship programme. 
 
The top 15 poems will be published in a printed winners’ anthology (also available online) from March 2021. The 85 commended 
poems will appear in an online anthology. Both anthologies showcase the talent of the winners and are distributed free to thousands of 
schools, libraries, reading groups and poetry lovers across the UK and the world. 
 
The Top 15 Foyle Young Poets of the Year 2020 are: 
 

Imogen Beaumont, 15, Weston-Super-Mare, North Somerset 
Linnet Drury, 17, Oxford, Oxfordshire  
Victoria Fletcher, 17, Harrow, London 
Anna Gilmore Heezen, 17, Milnathort, Kinrosshire, Scotland 
Preesha Jain, 17, Chelmsford, Essex 
Leandra Li, 11, Greenwich, London   
Lauren Lisk, 14, Enfield, London 
Brigitta McKeever, 17, Watford, Hertfordshire 
Zara Meadows, 18, Newtownabbey, County Antrim, Northern Ireland*  
Indigo Mudbhary, 16, San Francisco, USA 
Em Power, 18, Feltham, London* 
Libby Russell, 18, Hailsham, East Sussex* 
Maia Siegel, 17, Roanoke, Virginia, USA 
Daniel Wale, 15, Kenilworth, Warwickshire 
Anna Winkelmann, 13, Bath, Somerset 

 
* aged 17 on 31 July 2020, the competition deadline  

 
 – ENDS – 

For further information or to arrange interviews please contact Marcus Stanton 
Tel: 020 8617 0210   Mob: 07900 891287 

Email: marcus@marcusstanton.co.uk 
 

 
Notes to Editors 
 
Teacher Trailblazers 
The Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award programme includes a range of initiatives to encourage and enable young writers, both in school and 
independently. 
 
This year students were able to nominate teachers that have helped inspire poetry in the classroom. ‘Nominate Your Teacher’ received 75 nominations 
from across the world. The Poetry Society’s education team selected two teachers who stood out from a very impressive list of testimonials from students: 
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Mr Gareth Ellis, Librarian Manager & Teacher of English & Creative Writing at Whitley Bay High School, North Tyneside   
 

Student testimonial: 
"My inspirational teacher is Mr Ellis. He is always extremely enthusiastic and creative when encouraging his students to write 
poetry by appealing to their likes and taking time to mould each person so that they can reach their full potential no matter the 
initial skill level. He has a great way of getting everyone involved even if they aren’t interested at first such as making us write a 
poem about a Malteser which was sitting in front of us. Thanks for giving me the opportunity to give something back as he has 
helped me express myself in a way I couldn’t before." 

 
Ms. Stephanie Nobes, Literacy Coordinator and Acting Head of English, Hounsdown School, Totton, Southampton 
 

Student testimonial: 
“Ms Nobes is the epitome of the inspirational teacher. She organises the SLAM poem, creative writing workshops and reading 
groups – all for extracurricular literacy. She is amazing and deserves so much credit." 

 
These 2020 Teacher Trailblazers will receive school membership for their school, Poetry Society membership for themselves and commissions from 
The Poetry Society to create teaching resources based on the 2020 Foyle winning poems.  
 
Foyle Patrons 
The Poetry Society created a new Foyle Patrons’ Programme in 2019 to help spread the word about the competition and were delighted to welcome 
actor and writer Ellie Kendrick and bestselling poet, Nikita Gill as first patrons. In 2020, The Poetry Society welcomes poet, writer and outgoing Young 
People’s Laureate for London, Theresa Lola, and poet, educator and author, Matt Abbott as patrons. As Foyle Patrons, Ellie, Nikita, Theresa and 
Matt will continue to encourage young people to write and share their poetry, and champion the legacy of the Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award. 
 
Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award 
Foyle Young Poets of the Year is the largest and most prestigious award for young poets aged 11-17 writing original works in English. The 
competition is free to enter and poems can be on any theme, and of any length. Winners are published in an anthology, and benefit from a range of 
professional development opportunities offered by The Poetry Society. Foyle winners are also offered paid internships, and editorial opportunities via 
The Poetry Society’s online platform the Young Poets Network, www.youngpoetsnetwork.org.uk. Next year’s award will open in March 2021. For 
updates, visit www.foyleyoungpoets.org 
 
The Poetry Society 
The Poetry Society was founded in 1909 to promote a “more general recognition and appreciation of poetry”. Since then, it has grown into one of 
Britain’s most dynamic arts organisations, representing British poetry both nationally  and internationally. Today it has a thriving worldwide 
membership and publishes Britain’s leading poetry magazine, The Poetry Review. With innovative education and commissioning programmes, and a 
packed calendar of performances, readings and competitions, The Poetry Society champions poetry for all. poetrysociety.org.uk 
 
The Foyle Foundation 
The Foyle Foundation is an independent grant-making trust supporting UK charities which, since its formation in 2001, has become a major funder 
of the arts and learning. The Foyle Foundation has invested in the Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award since 2001, one of its longest partnerships. 
During this time it has trebled its support and enabled the competition to develop and grow to become one of the premier literary awards in the 
country. www.foylefoundation.org.uk 
 
The Judges 
Keith Jarrett 

Keith Jarrett is a writer, performer and educator. UK poetry slam champion and Rio International Poetry Slam Winner, his 
work has included bilingual performances in Bilbao and Madrid, in addition to UK-wide commissions, from arts institutions 
to St. Paul’s Cathedral, and the Houses of Parliament. His play, Safest Spot in Town, was aired on BBC Four. Keith was 
selected for the International Literary Showcase by Val McDermid as one of ten most outstanding LGBTQ writers in the UK. 
Having recently completed his PhD at Birkbeck University, he is finishing his first novel. Selah, his first full poetry collection, 
was published by Burning Eye in 2017. Keith Jarrett (photo: Ciarán Frame). 
 

PRESS RELEASE ctd                                                                Embargoed until 13:45 on Thursday 15 October 2020

For further information 
Contact Marcus Stanton 
Tel: 020 8617 0210, Mob: 07900 891287 
Email: marcus@marcusstanton.co.uk

Page 4 of 5The Poetry Society 
22 Betterton Street, London WC2H 9BX 
www.poetrysociety.org.uk

Continues over



For further information 
Contact Marcus Stanton 
Tel: 020 8617 0210, Mob: 07900 891287 
Email: marcus@marcusstanton.co.uk

Page 5 of 5The Poetry Society 
22 Betterton Street, London WC2H 9BX 
www.poetrysociety.org.uk

PRESS RELEASE ctd                                                                Embargoed until 13:45 on Thursday 15 October 2020

Maura Dooley 
Maura Dooley’s most recent book (with Elhum Shakerifar) is translation into English of the poetry of the Iranian poet Azita 
Ghahreman, Negative of a Group Photograph (Bloodaxe, 2018). The Silvering (Bloodaxe, 2016) is her own most recent 
collection. She was a Centre Director of the Arvon Foundation, founding Director of the Literature and Talks programme at 
the South Bank Centre and is Professor of Creative Writing at Goldsmiths, University of London. She has served as judge for 
many awards, including the T.S. Eliot and Forward Prizes and the National Poetry Competition. She re-established Poetry 
International in the UK, worked for Jim Henson Film and, in theatre, for Performing Arts Labs. Her poetry has received an Eric 
Gregory Award and a Cholmondeley Award, and she is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature. Maura Dooley (photo: David Hunter). 

 

Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award commemorative illustration 
In celebration of this year’s award, The Poetry Society commissioned artist Imogen Foxell to create a design that brings together motifs from all 100 
winning poems. Imogen’s design has been sent as a limited edition print to the winners and has been reproduced in large scale on the window of The 
Poetry Society’s Poetry Cafe at 22 Betterton Street, London WC2H 9BX. 

A commemorative illustration drawn by Imogen Foxell in celebration of the Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award 2020, presented by The Poetry Society.


