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Daring and imaginative young writers sought for Foyle 
Young Poets of the Year Award 2020 

Begin your poetry journey by opening up your words to the world and 
connecting with other young writers and readers at the Foyle Young Poets of 

the Year Award 2020 

Foyle is now open for entries: foyleyoungpoets.org 

Judges Keith Jarrett and Maura Dooley can’t wait to read this year’s poems in the Foyle 
Young Poets of the Year Award 2020, which opens for individual and school entries 
today. 

The international competition, organised by The Poetry Society and supported by the 
Foyle Foundation, invites entries from young writers aged 11-17 years from every corner 
of the world. Entry is absolutely free and young writers can enter as many poems as they 
wish into the competition. 

Launching this year’s Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award on World Book Day (5th 
March) with a poetry workshop at Beacon High School, London N7, Foyle 2020 judge, 
Keith Jarrett said: 

“What I’ll be particularly seeking out is the daring and the imaginative – the poems that 
make me experience the world in a new way. 

There isn’t just one way to write, so I would encourage any young poet taking part this 
year to experiment. Take your time over your word choice and style until it feels right. I 
know a poem has hit the right note when it makes me feel differently after I have read it, 
when it demands to be reread, again and again.” 

Student Reda Ziani, age 15, at Beacon High was one of the Top 100 winners in the 2019 
competition for his poem, 'Pain'. A huge achievement for Reda as he only started writing 
poetry last summer after attending a special Poetry Society workshop at Arsenal 
Community, and his first poem was competing with over 11,000 poems from 6,000 young 
poets drawn from 76 countries! 

“I never used to write poetry. I only started to get into it when I visited a poetry workshop 
at Arsenal Football Ground last summer, and then I entered the Foyle Young Poets of the 
Year Award. I realised in the workshop that poetry is all about expressing emotions. 
Winning has encouraged me to keep reading and writing poetry,” said Reda. 

Eric Gregory and Cholmondeley Award winner and Foyle 2020 judge, Maura Dooley 
hopes young writers will not hide their talents but send in their poems as many fine poets 
have first come to the world’s attention through Foyle: 
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“We can go on writing quietly, secretly, for ourselves, on a phone, in a notebook, on a 
scrap of paper but there usually comes a moment when we want to polish it up and share 
it with someone else. Taking that step can feel frightening but be brave! Be bold! You’ll 
find that poetry draws friends; it’s a community and, for many young writers, Foyle is at 
the heart of it.”  

Since it began in 1998, Foyle has become one of the largest and most prestigious poetry 
prizes for young writers, and it has helped start the career of many of today’s most 
exciting poets and writers, including Caroline Bird, Jay Bernard, Helen Mort, Sarah 
Howe, Mukahang Limbu and Richard Osmond.  

This year’s winners will be announced at a special ceremony and reception in early 
October 2020 at the Southbank Centre, London. The top 15 winning poets will have their 
poems published in an anthology in March 2021. The current year’s anthology, entitled 
Your Voice Crosses the Ocean , has just been published to coincide with the launch of 
the 2020 competition. It features winning poems from the Foyle Young Poets of the Year 
Award 2019. The winners' anthology has a print run of 25,000 copies, making it one of 
the most widely circulated poetry anthologies in the world. The anthology can also be 
read as an online edition available here: https://poetrysociety.org.uk/competitions/foyle-
young-poets-of-the-year-award/  

The Top 15 Foyle winners are also invited to attend a week’s residential creative writing 
course at a prestigious Arvon centre or receive a poet residency in their school (age 
dependent). All 100 winners will receive a year’s Youth Membership of The Poetry 
Society, a range of books and other prizes. The winners will also benefit from ongoing 
support and encouragement from The Poetry Society, via publication, performance, 
promotion and access to a paid internship programme. In the past, Foyle Young Poets 
have been showcased on BBC Radio 4, BBC Radio 3, BBC 6 Music, BBC Arts and in The 
Times and The Guardian. They have featured in performances at the Ledbury Poetry 
Festival, Library Club, Proms Lates at the Royal Albert Hall and Stanza Scotland's 
International Poetry Festival. 

Every school that enters 25 or more students’ poems to the competition receives a £50 
discount on The Poetry Society’s Poets in School service. The Poetry Society also selects a 
number of Applauded Schools, who have shown a continuing commitment to Foyle, to 
receive free poet-led workshops and teacher training. The 2020 Applauded Schools will 
be announced in Spring 2020. The Poetry Society also recognises a small group of 
‘Teacher Trailblazers’ who have shown outstanding innovation and passion in inspiring 
young people with writing. The Trailblazers are invited to produce teaching resources and 
writing tips to share with other schools.       

In Spring 2020, The Poetry Society will also publish a new compendium of resources for 
secondary school teachers – Poetry Class. The resource includes contributions from a 
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diverse group of poets including Sinéad Morrissey, Caleb Parkin, Hannah Lowe, Caroline 
Bird, Kate Clanchy, Jasmine Simms, Joelle Taylor, Daljit Nagra and Malika Booker as well 
as pieces from Foyle Young Poets and teachers. The judges of the 2020 competition – 
Maura Dooley and Keith Jarrett – are also among the contributors.  

The Poetry Class resource book for secondary schools is free. Please email  
educationadmin@poetrysociety.org.uk to find out how to get a copy. 

The closing date for the competition is Midnight (BST), 31 July 2020. Entries are welcome 
from individuals or via schools. Schools and community groups can order a free pack of 
anthologies and resources by emailing fyp@poetrysociety.org.uk 

The competition entry form, rules and all resources can be found at 
foyleyoungpoets.org  

 

– ENDS – 

For further information or to arrange interviews please contact Marcus Stanton 
Tel: 020 8617 0210 
Mob: 07900 891287 

Email: marcus@marcusstanton.co.uk 
 

 

Notes to Editors 

 

Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award 

Foyle Young Poets of the Year is the largest and most prestigious award for young poets 
aged 11-17 writing original works in English. The competition is free to enter and poems 
can be on any theme, and of any length. Winners are published in an anthology, and 
benefit from a range of professional development opportunities offered by The Poetry 
Society. Foyle winners are also offered paid internships, and editorial opportunities via 
The Poetry Society’s online platform the Young Poets Network, 
www.youngpoetsnetwork.org.uk. To read case studies of former winners, read the full 
rules, download lesson plans and enter online, visit www.foyleyoungpoets.org 

The Foyle Foundation 

The Foyle Foundation is an independent grant-making trust supporting UK charities which, 
since its formation in 2001, has become a major funder of the arts and learning. The Foyle 
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Foundation has invested in the Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award since 2001, one of 
its longest partnerships. During this time it has trebled its support and enabled the 
competition to develop and grow to become one of the premier literary awards in the 
country. www.foylefoundation.org.uk 

The Poetry Society 

The Poetry Society was founded in 1909 to promote a “more general recognition and 
appreciation of poetry”. Since then, it has grown into one of Britain’s most dynamic arts 
organisations, representing British poetry both nationally and internationally. Today it has 
over 4,200 members worldwide and publishes Britain’s leading poetry magazine, The 
Poetry Review. With innovative education and commissioning programmes, and a packed 
calendar of performances, readings and competitions, The Poetry Society champions 
poetry for all. www.poetrysociety.org.uk 

 

The Judges 

Keith Jarrett 

 

Keith Jarrett is a writer, performer and educator. UK poetry slam champion and Rio 
International Poetry Slam Winner, his work has included bilingual performances in Bilbao 
and Madrid, in addition to UK-wide commissions, from arts institutions to St. Paul’s 
Cathedral, and the Houses of Parliament. His play, Safest Spot in Town, was aired on BBC 
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Four. Keith was selected for the International Literary Showcase by Val McDermid as one 
of 10 most outstanding LGBT writers in the UK. Having recently completed his PhD at 
Birkbeck University, he is finishing his first novel, Selah, his first full poetry collection, was 
published in 2017. 
 

 

Maura Dooley 

 

Maura Dooley’s most recent book (with Elhum Shakerifar) is translation into English of the 
poetry of the Iranian poet Azita Ghahreman, Negative of a Group Photograph.  Whilst 
The Silvering is her own most recent collection. She was a Centre Director of the Arvon 
Foundation, founding Director of the Literature and Talks programme at the South Bank 
Centre and is Professor of Creative Writing at Goldsmiths, University of London. She has 
served as judge for many literary awards, including the T S Eliot and Forward Prizes and 
the National Poetry Competition. She re-established Poetry International in the UK, 
worked for Jim Henson Film and, in theatre, for Performing Arts Labs. Her poetry has 
received an Eric Gregory Award, a Cholmondeley Award and she is a Fellow of the 
Royal Society of Literature. 


