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For the eleventh year running, The Poetry Society has once again commissioned a new poem to wrap around the 

iconic Norwegian Christmas tree in Trafalgar Square, which receives an estimated 3 million visitors each year. 

 

This year, poet Clare Pollard has written a new poem ‘The Gift’ inspired by the theme of hope which will adorn the 
Trafalgar Square Christmas tree throughout the festive season. 
 
‘The Gift’ was written inspired by the images and ideas of London primary school children, who received free poetry 
workshops from Cheryl Moskowitz, Coral Rumble and Clare herself, organised by The Poetry Society in October and 
November. The poem will be displayed around the base of the tree throughout the festive season. 
 
The poem will be read by a small group of primary school children at one of London’s most cherished festive events, the 
lighting-up ceremony of the Christmas tree in Trafalgar Square, which will start at 6pm on Thursday 5 December 2019 
and is open to all. 
 
This ceremony is organised by the Mayor of Westminster and Royal Norwegian Embassy, attended by the public, the 
Mayors of London’s 32 boroughs and a host of VIP guests including the Mayor of Oslo. 
 

For further information 

Telephone Ben Rogers 
on 020 7420 9895 or email  
brogers@poetrysociety.org.uk
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The Poetry Society and the Royal Norwegian Embassy are encircling the Trafalgar Square Christmas tree in poetry, 
celebrating the City of Oslo’s annual gift to London, as part of The Poetry Society’s Look North More Often project, 
which has been running since 2009. 
 
The Poetry Society’s Christmas tree poem project, Look North More Often, was launched in 2009 as part of its centenary 
celebrations, encouraging local schoolchildren to write in celebration of the tree’s arrival from Norway. 
 
The tradition of the Mayor of Oslo sending a Christmas tree to London as a symbol of peace and friendship dates back to 
1947, in recognition from Norway of Britain’s support during World War II. 
 
The tree’s journey starts with the Lord Mayor of Westminster visiting Oslo for a traditional tree-felling ceremony, who 
then returns with the tree to London. 
 
As well as bringing professional poets into London primary schools to work with the pupils on their ideas and words for 
the Christmas tree poem, Look North More Often provides teachers across the UK with new digital resources to assist 
them in teaching poetry. 
 
This year’s Look North More Often project has been supported by Shaftesbury. 
 
Clare Pollard’s poem will be displayed on banners around the Christmas tree in Trafalgar Square until 6 January 2020, 
featuring artwork by Marcus Walters. 
 
Here is an extract of the poem: 
 

The Gift 

by Clare Pollard (with thoughts and images dreamt up  
by primary schoolchildren from Westminster) 
 
The seed becomes a golden flower  
of pouring light, a gift.  
I need you to believe, Hope says.  
It’s you makes me exist.  
   
I feel bright feathers lifting.  
I hear a tiger’s roar.  
I’ve taken many forms, Hope says –  
changing is what I’m for. 

 
 
The full poem will be unveiled at the lighting-up ceremony on 5 December 2019. 
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– ENDS – 
 

MEDIA ENQUIRIES: for further information, images or to arrange interviews please contact: 
 

Ben Rogers, The Poetry Society: 020 7420 9895 • brogers@poetrysociety.org.uk    
 

 
Notes to Editors 
 
The Poetry Society 

The Poetry Society was founded in 1909 to promote a “more general recognition and appreciation of poetry”. Since  
then, it has grown into one of Britain’s most dynamic arts organisations, representing British poetry both nationally  
and internationally. Today it has a thriving worldwide membership and publishes Britain’s leading poetry magazine,  
The Poetry Review. With innovative education and commissioning programmes, and a packed calendar of performances, 
readings and competitions, The Poetry Society champions poetry for all. poetrysociety.org.uk 
 
Look North More Often 

The Christmas tree poem is written as part of The Poetry Society’s Look North More Often project, established in 2009. 
The project takes its name from a line by Norwegian poet Rolf Jacobsen. Each year pupils from different primary schools 
work with poets to write poems to celebrate the arrival of the Trafalgar Square Christmas tree. The children’s lines and 
images are then shaped into a poem by a new poet. 
 
The poems in previous years were: ‘Tree Song’ by Kit Wright in 2009, ‘Green Magi’ by John Agard in 2010, ‘Roots’ by 
Roger McGough in 2011, ‘The Kindness of Trees’ by Jackie Kay in 2012, ‘Decorating the Tree’ by Kevin Crossley-
Holland in 2013, ‘How I’ll Decorate My Tree’ by Liz Lochhead in 2014, ‘The Secret Song of the Tree’ by Ian McMillan 
in 2015, ‘The Christmas Tree’s Secret’ by Julia Copus in 2016, ‘The Friendship Tree’ by A F Harrold in 2017, and ‘Look 
Into My Lights’ by Joseph Coelho in 2018. 
 
In 2009-10, commissioned new translations were also displayed by Kevin Crossley-Holland and Philip Gross of classic 
Norwegian poems by Tarjei Vesaas and Nordahl Grieg. 
 
bit.ly/poetrychristmastree  Follow the tree on Twitter @TrafalgarTree 
 
Clare Pollard 

Clare Pollard is the editor of Modern Poetry in Translation magazine, She has published five collections of poetry with 
Bloodaxe, the latest of which is Incarnation (2017). Her translation projects have included a new version of Ovid’s Heroines 
(2013), which she toured as a one-woman show with Jaybird Live Literature, and a co-translation of Asha Lul Mohamud 
Yusuf’s The Sea-Migrations (2017) which was The Sunday Times Poetry Book of the Year 2017. She has also published 
Fierce Bad Rabbits: The Tales Behind Children’s Picture Books (Fig Tree, 2019). 
 
Shaftesbury  

Shaftesbury is a real estate investment trust which invests exclusively in the liveliest parts of London’s West End.
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