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The next Poetry Society Annual Lecture will be given by award-winning German poet, essayist and translator Jan Wagner, who will talk about the
influence and the exchange of poetic ideas across borders. He discusses the teachers poets must find for themselves (and then distance themselves from
again). 

Each year, The Poetry Society commissions a new lecture given by a high profile poet of international standing. This year’s lecture, ‘The Shedding of
Skins and Schemes: a voice of one’s own and the voices of others’, will tour to Oxford, Liverpool and London from 20-22 February 2017. 

Interspersed with readings of some of his own poems, Wagner’s lecture, delivered in English, draws on poets such as Rimbaud, Heym and Brecht,
Popa, Pound and Hughes, and the poet-translators who have carried their work between cultures. As Wagner explains, ‘Who does not, when talking
or writing, occasionally have the strange feeling that somebody else is moulding the words, holding the pen? And so both may at times be heard in a
poem, a distinctive voice and a choir.’ 

Jan Wagner is the outstanding German poet of his generation. A poet and essayist, he has published six volumes of poetry, and has received many
awards for his poetry, including the Ernst Meister Prize (2005), the Wilhelm Lehmann Prize (2009), the Friedrich Hölderlin Prize (2011) and the
Mörike Preis (2015). His collection Self-Portrait with a Swarm of Bees (Arc), translated by Iain Galbraith, won the Popescu European Poetry
Translation Prize 2015. He is the co-editor of two influential anthologies of German language poetry, and has also translated into German poets
including Armitage, MacNeice, Shapcott and Simic. Matthew Sweeney has described him as ‘one of the most exciting poets writing in Germany
today.’ Sweeney adds: ‘And maybe because he's studied at Trinity, and imbibed so much English language poetry, his work seems unusually suited to
English-speaking readers.’

Jan Wagner © Alberto Novelli. Villa Massimo 
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In an interview with translator Karen Leeder, for The Poetry Society’s members’ newsletter Poetry News, Wagner described his own formative
experience of poetry in translation from across borders:

‘I have always been fond of British, Irish and American poetry, a passion that started when I was still in school... an infatuation [that] was
really the reason that I decided to study English....There were aspects in English and American poetry which, at the time, I could not find
as easily in German poetry, although they are there as well – a certain ease in dealing with and playing with tradition, also an ease in picking
up the traditional forms…including rhyme and subverting and enriching it with slant rhyme; a somewhat democratic or at least non-
aristocratic habit of allowing everyday life and matters to enter the poem, of leaving the realm of the ordinary without ever renouncing it.’

The Poetry Society’s Annual Lecture will tour to: New College, Oxford on 20 February; the University of Liverpool – also the Kenneth Allott Poetry
Lecture – on 21 February; and King’s College London on 22 February as part of the Poetry And... series. The events are also supported by the
Goethe-Institut.

Further information about all the Annual Lecture events, including how to book tickets, is available on The Poetry Society website:
poetrysociety.org.uk/annuallecture.

– ENDS –

For further information or photographs, or to arrange an interview, please contact Sophie Baker

Tel: 020 7420 9895  Email: sbaker@poetrysociety.org.uk

Notes to Editors

The Poetry Society Annual Lecture
Each year since 2007 the Poetry Society has commissioned an annual lecture, given by a prestigious poet on an aspect of contemporary poetry. With a
focus on bringing major international authors to the UK, past lecturers have included Rita Dove, Carolyn Forché, Anne Carson, Les Murray, CK
Williams, Paul Muldoon and Charles Simic. The previous lecture was given by Pulitzer Prize-winning American poet Rita Dove, and is available to
watch online at poetrysociety.org.uk/lecturehistory
The dates for the 2017 lecture are:

• Oxford – Monday 20 February, 7pm. New College, University of Oxford, Oxford OX1 3BN. Tickets are free, but must be reserved in
advance. poetrysociety.org.uk/annuallecture. Contact Oliver Fox at marketing@poetrysociety.org.uk.  020 7420 9880.
• Liverpool – Tuesday 21 February, 6pm. The Kenneth Allott Poetry Lecture. University of Liverpool, School of the Arts Library, 1st Floor, 
19 Abercromby Square, Liverpool L69 7ZG. Tickets are free but must be reserved in advance. literatureevents.eventbrite.co.uk
• London – Wednesday 22 February, 7pm. Safra Lecture Theatre, King’s College London, Strand Campus WC2R 2LS. Tickets £10/£8 and
available from poetrysociety.org.uk/annuallecture. 020 7420 9880.

The Poetry Society
The Poetry Society was founded in 1909 to promote a “more general recognition and appreciation of poetry”. Since then, it has grown into one of
Britain’s most dynamic arts organisations, representing British poetry both nationally and internationally. With innovative education and
commissioning programmes and a packed calendar of performances, readings and competitions, the Poetry Society champions poetry for all ages. It
publishes the magazine The Poetry Review, runs the National Poetry Competition, the Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award and the youth
performance poetry championship SLAMbassadors UK. www.poetrysociety.org.uk

Jan Wagner
Jan Wagner is the outstanding German poet of his generation. A poet and essayist, he has published six volumes of poetry, including Guerickes Sperling
(2004), Achtzehn Pasteten (2007), Australien (2010) and Regentonnenvariationen (2014), for which he was awarded the Prize of the Leipzig Bookfair
(2015). He has received many awards for his poetry, including the Ernst Meister Prize (2005), the Wilhelm Lehmann Prize (2009), the Friedrich
Hölderlin Prize (2011) and the Mörike Preis (2015). His collection Self-Portrait with a Swarm of Bees (Arc), translated by Iain Galbraith, won theContinues over
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Popescu European Poetry Translation Prize 2015. He is the co-editor of two influential anthologies of German language poetry, and has also translated
into German poets including Armitage, MacNeice, Shapcott, Simic and Sweeney.

University of Liverpool
The Department of English at the University of Liverpool is host to the annual Kenneth Allott lecture. Miriam Allott established the series in 1978 in
memory of her late husband. Lectures have been given by some of the most eminent poets of their generation, including Seamus Heaney, Michael
Longley, CK Williams, Jo Shapcott and Anne Carson. Further events hosted by the Department's Centre for New and International writing can be
found here www.liv.ac.uk/new-and-international-writing. Follow us on twitter at @WritingatCentre

New College, Oxford
New College is one of Oxford's oldest and best-known Colleges. Situated in the heart of the city, the main site is one of the most beautiful in Oxford,
boasting the earliest planned College quadrangle and spectacular gardens set against the medieval city wall. While learning and scholarship are New
College’s primary focus, the College also has an exceptionally rich sporting, cultural and musical life. New College Choir has an international
reputation, its output numbering over one hundred CDs, regular broadcasts and several Proms appearances. Founded by William of Wykeham in
1379 for the education of priests, the College has grown to become one of Oxford's largest, admitting undergraduate and graduate students for nearly
all the subjects on offer in the University. New College has a record of consistently strong academic performance, and welcomes applications from
students of high academic potential, whatever their background. www.new.ox.ac.uk

King’s College London
King's College London is one of the top 25 universities in the world (2016/17 QS World University Rankings) and among the oldest in England.
King's has more than 27,600 students (of whom nearly 10,500 are graduate students) from some 150 countries worldwide, and some 6,800 staff.
King's has an outstanding reputation for world-class teaching and cutting-edge research. In the 2014 Research Excellence Framework (REF) King’s
was ranked 6th nationally in the ‘power’ ranking, which takes into account both the quality and quantity of research activity, and 7th for quality
according to Times Higher Education rankings. Eighty-four per cent of research at King’s was deemed ‘world-leading’ or ‘internationally excellent’ (3*
and 4*). The university is in the top seven UK universities for research earnings and has an overall annual income of more than £684 million.  
Poetry And..., set up by the Creative Writing wing of King's College London's Department of English, is a series of public events which highlights
poetry's continuing relevance to our lives and our world. Poetry And... is archived on Wild Court, the department's poetry website. For more
information visit wildcourt.co.uk as well as the Guardian online.
For further information about King's, visit the 'King's in Brief' webpage, www.kcl.ac.uk/newsevents/About-Kings.aspx

Goethe-Institut
The Goethe-Institut is the cultural institute of the Federal Republic of Germany in the UK with two institutes in London and Glasgow. It promotes
knowledge of the German language abroad and foster international cultural cooperation. It conveys a comprehensive image of Germany by providing
information about cultural, social and political life in our nation. Cultural and educational programmes encourage intercultural dialogue and enable
cultural involvement. They strengthen the development of structures in civil society and foster worldwide mobility. The cultural programme includes
film screenings, panel discussions and talks, as well as collaborations with partners on the local culture scene. Programmes are focused on current
trends and themes in culture and society such as digitalisation and Europe.
The library and information service offers media on German literature, arts, society and history. The Goethe-Institut’s grant programme “Translations
of German Books into Other Languages” supports non-German publishers in publishing German-language literature. www.goethe-institut.de
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