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Geoffrey Dearmer Prize
Zaffar Kunial’s poems ‘The Word’, ‘Q’ and ‘The Fielder’ have won the Poetry Society’s 2014 Geoffrey Dearmer Prize for the best Poetry Review poem
written by a poet who doesn’t yet have a full collection at the time their work is published in The Poetry Review. Judged by New Zealand poet Bill

Manhire, who said of the poems: 

“I like the way Zaffar’s poems deal with the difficulties of identity and orientation without becoming noisily theatrical or, worse,
complacent. His poems’ intellectual and emotional positions are, I suppose, ‘post-colonial’ – ‘beyond the boundary, / in [the] edgeland of
central England’, as his poem ‘Fielder’ puts it, but the writer I’m most reminded of is Thomas Hardy. As with Hardy, awkwardness grants a
kind of calming grace to difficult contemplation. A very different poet, Anne Carson, says that ‘a page with a poem on it is less attractive
than a page with a poem on it and some tea stains’ – and that’s perhaps another way of explaining why I have chosen Kunial’s poems for
this award.”

Kunial’s winning poems were first published in The Poetry Review, 104:3, Autumn 2014. A new poem, ‘Jane Austen: Selected Letters’, was published
in 105:2, summer 2015, in celebration of Zaffar’s prize.

Hamish Canham Prize
Tess Jolly has won the 2015 Hamish Canham Prize with her poem ‘Goldfields’. The poem, one of 24 Poetry Society Members’ poems published in
Poetry News between summer 2014 and spring 2015, was selected by judges Carole Satyamurti (chair) and a Poetry Society team of Sophie Baker, Paul
McGrane, Mike Sims and Kate White. “I was delighted by our choice of ‘Goldfields’,” said Carole Satyamurti. “It’s a poem that delivers fresh nuances
and layers of meaning on repeated re-reading. Despite a strong field, it thoroughly deserves the prize.”

“Poetry for me is my passion and my purpose, something that fulfils and frustrates me in equal measure,” Jolly says. “Reading a poem or writing one
that successfully distils an experience into words and a form is one of the most important ways in which I assimilate and understand the world.”

Zaffar Kunial © Kevin Lake for The Poetry Society and Tess Jolly

Zaffar Kunial and Tess Jolly celebrate as the latest winners of the
Geoffrey Dearmer and Hamish Canham Prizes
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Jolly’s winning poem was originally published in the Winter 2014 issue of Poetry News, and chosen by judge Kei Miller on the theme of ‘Gold’. The
Hamish Canham Prize is awarded annually to the best members’ poem in Poetry News. It was founded in 2004 by Sheena and Hugh Canham, in
memory of their son, Hamish Canham (1962-2003).
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Notes to Editors

The Poetry Society
The Poetry Society was founded in 1909 to promote a “more general recognition and appreciation of poetry”. Since then, it has grown into one of
Britain’s most dynamic arts organisations, representing British poetry both nationally and internationally. With innovative education and
commissioning programmes and a packed calendar of performances, readings and competitions, the Poetry Society champions poetry for all ages. It
publishes the magazine The Poetry Review, runs the National Poetry Competition, the Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award and the youth
performance poetry championship SLAMbassadors UK. www.poetrysociety.org.uk

Geoffrey Dearmer Prize
The Geoffrey Dearmer Prize was established in memory of Geoffrey Dearmer, who at 103 was the Society’s oldest member. It is awarded, through the
generosity of the Dearmer family, to honour this noted World War One poet. The Poetry Review is extremely grateful to the Dearmer family. By
establishing an endowment fund, the Dearmer family has enabled the Poetry Society to award an annual prize to the best poem published in The
Poetry Review written by a poet who hadn’t published a full collection at the time their work appeared in the magazine.

Past winners of the Corneliu M Popescu Prize have been David Constantine for his translation of Lighter than Air by Hans Magnus Enzensberger in
2003; Adam Sorkin and Lidia Vianu for their translation of The Bridge by Marin Sorescu in 2005; Ilmar Lehtpere for his translation of The Drums of
Silence by Kristiina Ehin in 2007; Randall Couch for his translation of Madwomen by Gabriela Mistral in 2009; Judith Wilkinson for her translation
of Raptors by Toon Tellegen in 2011 and Alice Oswald for Memorial in 2013.

The Poetry Review
The Poetry Review is one of the world’s leading contemporary poetry magazines. Published by The Poetry Society since 1912, it has become the most
widely read poetry magazine in the UK. Many of the century’s greatest names have appeared on its pages, from W.H. Auden and Robert Frost to
Seamus Heaney and Wislawa Szymborska. It is edited by Maurice Riordan, and continues to showcase exciting new work by poets from across the
world. The Poetry Review is published quarterly in March, June, September and December and is available from leading bookshops across the UK and
internationally. A subscription to The Poetry Review is also included as part of membership of the Poetry Society. Telephone 020 7420 9881 or email
membership@poetrysociety.org.uk 

Dearmer Prize Winner: Zaffar Kunial
Zaffar Kunial published a pamphlet in the Faber New Poets series in 2014 and was Poet-in-Residence at the Wordsworth Trust the same year. In 2011
he won third prize in the National Poetry Competition  with ‘Hill Speak’. With Steve Ely, Denise Riley and Warsan Shire, he contributed to The Pity,
a series of new poems commissioned and published by The Poetry Society as a response to the centenary of the First World War. The Pity
commissions were premiered live at Purcell Room, Southbank Centre, on 2 October, National Poetry Day, 2014, accompanied by background visuals
by Robert Peake.
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Poetry News
Every quarter Poetry News asks a professional poet to set a theme of his or her choice to which Poetry Society members respond. Each judge selects six
poems for publication in Poetry News. These poets are then eligible to be considered for the Hamish Canham Prize, which is awarded annually and
presented by the Poetry Society on behalf of the Canham family.

Canham Prize Winner: Tess Jolly
Tess Jolly is a part-time library assistant who also runs creative writing workshops for young people. Her poems have appeared in magazines including
Magma, Agenda, The New Writer and The North. She was highly commended in The Poetry Society’s 2012 Stanza Poetry Competition, in the Mslexia
Women’s Poetry Competition in both 2011 and 2013, and in the 2015 Four Counties Poetry Competition. A pamphlet is due in 2016 from tall-
lighthouse.


