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The 2015 Poetry Society Annual Lecture will be given by former US Poet Laureate and Pulitzer Prize-winning poet Rita Dove, who will talk about
the poet’s role in re-shaping, reframing and reimagining history, interweaving her talk with poems.

Each year, The Poetry Society commissions a new lecture given by a high profile poet of international standing. This year’s lecture, ‘How Does a
Shadow Shine? Poetry, Music & the Underside of History’, will tour to London, Liverpool, Newcastle upon Tyne and Edinburgh from 13-23
October. Rita Dove’s visit has been made possible by Writing West Midlands and Birmingham Literature Festival, and Rita’s tour begins in
Birmingham, with a reading at the Library of Birmingham on 9 October. 

Rita Dove was the first African American US Poet Laureate, and the youngest, serving from 1993-95. She has received the 2011 National Medal of
Arts from President Obama and the 1996 National Humanities Medal from President Clinton, making her the only poet to have received both
presidential medals. She has received many academic and literary honours and is currently Commonwealth Professor of English at the University of
Virginia.

Coinciding with Black History Month, the lecture will explore how poetry can pull lives from the shadows. The lecture takes as its starting point
what might have remained a footnote in musical history – the fact that Beethoven’s Kreutzer Sonata, his Violin Sonata No.9, was originally titled
‘Sonata Mulattica’, and composed in honour of a now-forgotten musical wunderkind, a ‘mulatto’ virtuoso violinist called George Bridgetower.

Dove has pieced together Bridgetower’s story, with its underlying theme of racism, for her own lyric narrative, Sonata Mulattica. Exploring the
intersection between history and imagination, Dove will describe how she reconstructed Bridgetower’s life, working from historical sources and filling

Rita Dove, courtesy of Spark Media
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in the gaps. “Poetry is not about biographical truth, it’s about an emotional truth,” explains Dove. Being wrapped up in facts, is to be trapped by facts.
The poet needs to fantasise, speculate, and “eavesdrop on the gods”. 

Dove will also reflect on earlier work, such as her Pulitzer Prize-winning collection Thomas and Beulah, a verse cycle loosely based on her
grandparents. She will talk about the process of editing The Penguin Anthology of Twentieth-Century American Poetry, discussing the politics of
selection, the influence of “a largely whitewashed poetry establishment”, and the struggle of the poor, the non-white and the female to be heard. Dove
will analyse her anthology’s attempts to answer the essential questions: “Is this a voice that will be remembered? Did he or she make an impact that
mattered?”

Rita Dove’s UK tour begins at Birmingham Literature Festival on 9 October, when she reads alongside Jo Bell, Canal Laureate 2013-15; Birmingham
Young Poet Laureate 2014-15 Serena Arthur; and Oliver Sullivan, a young performer who was runner up in this year’s Poetry by Heart Competition.
You can find out more about this event at birminghamliteraturefestival.org.

The Poetry Society’s Annual Lecture will tour to: King’s College London, as part of the Arts & Humanities Festival 2015, on 13 October; the
University of Liverpool, to deliver the Kenneth Allott Lecture, on 20 October; Newcastle Centre for the Literary Arts on the 22 October; and at
the Department of English Literature as part of the University of Edinburgh’s Visiting Writers Series, hosted by The Scottish Poetry Library, on
23 October. Further information about all the Annual Lecture events, including how to book tickets, is available on The Poetry Society website:
poetrysociety.org.uk/lecture.

– ENDS –

For further information or photographs, or to arrange an interview, please contact Robyn Donaldson

Tel: 020 7420 9886  Email: rdonaldson@poetrysociety.org.uk

Notes to Editors

The Poetry Society Annual Lecture
Each year since 2007 the Poetry Society has commissioned an annual lecture, given by a prestigious poet on an aspect of contemporary poetry. With a
focus on bringing major international authors to the UK, past lecturers have included Anne Carson, Les Murray, CK Williams, Paul Muldoon and
Charles Simic. The 2014 Lecture was given by American poet Carolyn Forché, and is available to listen to online at poetrysociety.org.uk/lecturehistory
The dates for the 2015 lecture, all presented by The Poetry Society in association with Birmingham Literature Festival and Writing West Midlands,
are:

• London – Tuesday 13 October, 7pm. King’s College London Arts & Humanities Festival. Safra Lecture Theatre, Strand Campus, King’s
College London WC2R 2LS. Tickets £10/£8 concs/Poetry Society members. poetrysociety.org.uk/annuallecture. 020 7420 9880.
• Liverpool – Tuesday 20 October, 6pm. The Kenneth Allott Lecture. University of Liverpool, Leggate Theatre, Victoria Gallery and Museum,
Ashton Street, Liverpool L69 3DR. Tickets free but must be booked in advance. literatureevents.eventbrite.co.uk
• Newcastle upon Tyne – Thursday 22 October, 7.15pm. Newcastle Centre for the Literary Arts, Culture Lab, King’s Walk, Newcastle
University NE1 7RU. Tickets £6/£4 and available from ncl.ac.uk/ncla. 0191 208 7619. 
• Edinburgh – Friday 23 October, 6.30pm. Hosted by the Scottish Poetry Library as part of the Visiting Writers Series of the University of
Edinburgh’s Department of English Literature. Screening Room G.04, 50 George Square, Edinburgh EH8 9YL. Tickets free but must be booked
in advance. scottishpoetrylibrary.org.uk

The Poetry Society
The Poetry Society was founded in 1909 to promote a “more general recognition and appreciation of poetry”. Since then, it has grown into one of
Britain’s most dynamic arts organisations, representing British poetry both nationally and internationally. With innovative education and
commissioning programmes and a packed calendar of performances, readings and competitions, the Poetry Society champions poetry for all ages. It
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publishes the magazine The Poetry Review, runs the National Poetry Competition, the Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award and the youth
performance poetry championship SLAMbassadors UK. www.poetrysociety.org.uk

Rita Dove
Rita Dove served as US poet laureate from 1993 to 1995 and as poet laureate of Virginia from 2004-2006. She is the author of nine collections of
poetry, including Thomas and Beulah, winner of the 1987 Pulitzer Prize, and the 2009 tour de force Sonata Mulattica, a poetic treatise on the life of
19th-century violinist George Bridgetower. Other publications include a collection of short stories, the novel Through the Ivory Gate, the drama The
Darker Face of the Earth and, as editor, The Penguin Anthology of 20th-Century American Poetry. In 1998 the Boston Symphony debuted her song cycle
"Seven for Luck", with music by John Williams, under the composer's baton. Rita Dove has received the 2011 National Medal of Arts from President
Obama and the 1996 National Humanities Medal from President Clinton, making her the only poet to have received both presidential medals. She
has received numerous other academic and literary honours, among them the 1996 Heinz Award in the Arts and Humanities, the 2003 Emily Couric
Leadership Award, the 2008 Library of Virginia Lifetime Achievement Award, the 2009 Fulbright Lifetime Achievement Medal, the 2009 Premio
Capri, as well as 25 honorary doctorates -- most recently, from Yale University. The Furious Flower Poetry Center at James Madison University
dedicated its third decade-defining conference on contemporary African-American poetry to Dove in September 2014. Rita Dove is Commonwealth
Professor of English at the University of Virginia.

Writing West Midlands
Writing West Midlands is the literature development agency for the West Midlands region of the UK. It has received regular funding from Arts
Council England since 2012, but generates much of its income from events and sponsorship. Writing West Midlands works with creative writers of all
ages and has the UK’s largest programme of young people’s writing groups as well as an ambitious programme to support emerging adult writers. It
produces the annual Birmingham Literature Festival. www.writingwestmidlands.org 

Birmingham Literature Festival
Birmingham Literature Festival runs from 8th to 17th October 2015. The festival is carefully curated to present a challenging range of contemporary
writers and performers. This year’s festival line-up includes (amongst many others) Rev Richard Coles, Allan Ahlberg, Mark Billingham and former
US Poet Laureate Rita Dove. They join broadcaster Stuart Maconie and musicians-turned-writers Tracey Thorn and Ben Watt (Everything But The
Girl) to make up the full programme of over 40 events. The Festival takes place largely in the Library of Birmingham and also uses the Ikon gallery
and Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery. www.birminghamliteraturefestival.org 

King’s College London
King's College London is one of the top 20 universities in the world (2014/15 QS World University Rankings) and among the oldest in England.
King's has more than 26,500 students (of whom nearly 10,400 are graduate students) from some 150 countries worldwide, and nearly 6,900 staff.
The university is in the second phase of a £1 billion redevelopment programme which is transforming its estate.   
King's has an outstanding reputation for world-class teaching and cutting-edge research. In the 2014 Research Excellence Framework (REF) King’s
was ranked 6th nationally in the ‘power’ ranking, which takes into account both the quality and quantity of research activity, and 7th for quality
according to Times Higher Education rankings. Eighty-four per cent of research at King’s was deemed ‘world-leading’ or ‘internationally excellent’ (3*
and 4*). The university is in the top seven UK universities for research earnings and has an overall annual income of more than £600 million.   
For further information about King’s, visit the ‘King’s in Brief ’ webpage: www.kcl.ac.uk/newsevents/About-Kings.aspx

The Arts & Humanities Festival is an annual event which celebrates and disseminates the work going on across the Departments and Research Centres
which make up the Faculty of Arts & Humanities at King’s College London. Presented every year in October by the Arts & Humanities Research
Institute (AHRI), the 2015 festival runs from 12-23 October and has a theme of ‘Fabrication’. www.kcl.ac.uk/ahfest 

University of Liverpool
The Department of English at the University of Liverpool is host to the annual Kenneth Allott lecture. Miriam Allott established the series in 1978 in
memory of her late husband. Lectures have been given by some of the most eminent poets of their generation, including Seamus Heaney, Michael
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Longley, CK Williams, Jo Shapcott and Anne Carson. Further events hosted by the Department's Centre for New and International writing can be
found here www.liv.ac.uk/new-and-international-writing. Follow us on twitter at @WritingatCentre

Newcastle Centre for the Literary Arts
Newcastle Centre for the Literary Arts is a research centre at Newcastle University.  Its aims include contributing to the cultural life of the region by
bringing world class live literature to the North East of England.  Throughout the academic year NCLA runs a series of literary events open to the
community and the university, as well as offering creative writing workshops, poetry competitions, and running research projects.  www.ncl.ac.uk/ncla
www.nclacommunity.org, www.facebook.com/newcastlecentrefortheliteraryart. You can follow them on Twitter at @NCLA_Tweets.

Scottish Poetry Library
The Scottish Poetry Library is the world’s leading resource for Scottish poetry. One of only three poetry libraries in the UK, the SPL is the only one
housed in its own building. With over 45,000 items on its shelves, the SPL collects poetry from around the world – all of which can be borrowed by
the public. The SPL works in a number of ways to promote poetry in Scotland, from supporting emerging talent to staging events. Its work also
extends beyond the confines of the Library building; it takes poetry into the community through its work with schools and nursing homes. Its website
takes Scottish poetry around the world, whether it be its profiles of the country’s poets, posters that can be downloaded or its popular podcast series.


